
 

 

18 September 2020 

Dear Parents 

I hope that you and your family are all safe and well. It has been another positive week at the Academy 
and it has been great to see the students embrace their return to school at the start of the new term with 
such enthusiasm and positivity. 

It has been a pleasure to see the students engaged fully in their learning across a broad range of curriculum 
areas, and we are determined to ensure that student progress and development is managed as effectively 
as possible, alongside the priority of their wellbeing and safety. 

The constantly-evolving situation in relation to Covid-19 continues to present schools with a range of 
challenges and we continue to work with all national and regional bodies in keeping up-to-date with the 
latest guidance. 

We will endeavor to keep you fully notified with all key updates as and when available. Please read the 
key information below: 

Test and Trace  

Now that we have re-opened, part of our planning has to include how we will manage any potential or 
actual outbreaks of Covid-19 in the Academy. 

The Government guidance refers to social distancing, co-operation with agencies such as Public Health 
England and the Local Authority and also the Test and Trace process. 

In relation to Sandwell Academy, it is vital that we follow the guidance and all work together to protect 
pupils, staff, parents and everyone who comes into our premises. The Government has said that we must 
follow NHS Test and Trace guidance.  We will do so, but we are also mindful of protecting individual data 
as in accordance with GDPR requirements. 

If anyone in the Academy tests positive for Covid-19, we have safety measures in place. In some cases, 
it may be necessary for groups of people to be sent home and requests that they go for testing.  If there 
are multiple cases, this will be reported as an incident and Public Health England and the Local Authority, 
and other agencies, will support the Academy community. 

In these circumstances, it may be necessary for us to share very basic contact information, names and 
contact details, for effective Test and Trace procedures to be put in place.  This information will be kept to 
a minimum, and only released to manage the Test and Trace process.  The guidance is clear that we must 
be vigilant to protect personal data. 

We will also keep a record of who we shared information with, and why we felt it appropriate or necessary 
to do so. 

Of course, we hope this will not be necessary.  However, we have a public duty to protect pupils, staff and 
our whole Academy community. 

The privacy notice about Test and Trace is available on the Academy website.  We sincerely hope it will 
never be necessary, but must be prepared to act accordingly should the need arise. 

 



 

 

Face masks on public transport 

Guidance on the use of face masks has been issued and it is vital that everyone adheres to these rules 
as part of our Covid-19 protocols.  In addition to the use of face masks on school premises, please can I 
also remind students that they should also wear face masks on public transport, as per national guidance. 

Year 11 Study Skills Event 

On Thursday, we held our virtual study skills evening for Year 11.  Thank you to everyone who participated 
in the event, which has been really well received.  For anyone who was not able to take part, or who would 
like to access the materials, the study skills presentations and information can be found at the following 
link: http://www.sandwellacademy.com/page/y11-skills-evening  
 
Thank you again for your continued support and co-operation.  
 
Kind regards 
 

 
 
Mr I Williams 
Headteacher 

http://www.sandwellacademy.com/page/y11-skills-evening

